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Project Information

SITE LOCATIONProject Name: 
University Drive/Ox Road 
(123) Pedestrian Overpass

Architect/Engineer: 
Whitman, Requardt & 
Associates (WRA)

Project Status: 
Design
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• Promote student safety
• Improve safety for pedestrians and vehicles
• Provide a “gateway” to signify the entrance to campus

Project Background
• Safety Risk at pedestrian crossings
• Fall 2024 Concept Study 

• Investigated tunnel versus bridge
• Bridge selected as best option
• Location identified

• Spring 2026 Pedestrian Counts 
• 200+ crossings per hour at peak times to/from West Campus
• Vehicular traffic delays increased at peak crossing times

Project Goals

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Create a Grade-Separated Pedestrian Bridge 
Connect east and west campus to support campus growth
Provide safe alternative to at-grade crossing
Include stairs and elevators for access
Provide 17’-6” minimum vertical clearance over Route 123 (Ox Road)
Offer a bicycle and scooter-friendly facility

Improve safety for Pedestrian Connectivity
Provide an alternative to the existing at-grade crossing for access across Route 123 (Ox Road)
Reduce pedestrian impact on vehicular traffic
Meet ADA requirements with elevators at each access tower

Promote Student Safety
Reduce at-grade crossings
Provide lighting and security cameras within the facility

Provide a “gateway” to signify the entrance to campus

Fall 2024 Concept Study 
Investigated underpass (tunnel) and overpass (bridge)
GMU decided to move forward with the overpass option
Promotes better safety
Reduces cost and improves constructability
Determined bridge location
South of existing intersection to avoid impact to signal sight distance
Optimizes pedestrian use by aligning with existing sidewalk between buildings at the east side
Provides direct connection to intersection at the west side

Spring 2026 pedestrian counts 
Indicates over 200 pedestrians cross Ox Road per hour at peak times during school day
Pedestrian traffic largely originates from off-campus student housing
Heavy pedestrian crossings leads to delays for vehicular traffic turning at the intersection
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Project Overview – Approach Paths

• West Approach
• New direct sidewalk connection from the 

bridge and access tower to the existing 
intersection along southbound Ox Road

• Within VDOT Right of Way (coordination on-
going)

• East Approach
• New connection to existing sidewalk between 

residence halls
• Seamless connection to existing shared use 

path along Ox Road
• No physical barrier to prevent at-grade crossings

• Need at-grade crossing to meeting VDOT 
requirements for intersections

• Bikes and scooters have option for bridge or 
at-grade crossing
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Project Overview – Bridge and Access Towers Concepts
• Details

• Prefabricated truss bridge, uncovered and open on the top
• Concrete deck planned to be heated
• Fencing to meet VDOT height and anti-climb requirements
• Lighting and security cameras to support safety on bridge
• Includes stairs and elevators at access towers
• Materials to reflect context and GMU campus aesthetic

• Possible materials include: brick, masonry, metal panel, metal wire mesh, glazing/storefront
• Proposed bridge lights, signage, and pedestrian movements will be designed to reduce potential distractions to 

drivers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridge Details
Prefabricated truss bridge, uncovered and open on the top
Bridge will be approximately 150’ long
Pathway width of approximately 8’ wide
Bridge will be painted GMU colors 
Concrete deck will be heated to prevent ice and snow accumulation


Materials to reflect context and GMU campus aesthetic

Fencing
Wire mesh material for “clear” view through fencing
Must meet VDOT height and anti-climb requirements
Fence material to compliment proposed materials at access towers
Will be coordinated with truss height to optimize aesthetics 
Lighting
Along the length of the bridge for safety
Non-intrusive for adjacent vehicles and residents
Signage
Evaluating adding GMU identification to the bridge
Adds wayfinding and placemaking elements to both bridge and campus

Possible Materials
Brick/Masonry
Metal Panel
Metal Wire Mesh
Glazing/Storefront

Towers will serve as access for both elevator and stairs

Uncovered steel stairs with metal pan or precast treads

Mechanical, electrical and plumbing equipment will be hidden as much as possible

Student and Public Safety
Security is a top priority
Cameras will be included and tied to GMU’s security network
Lights will be provided on the bridge, along access pathways, and in the access towers and elevators

Campus Life
Connectivity between east and west campus
Signature link between residences, athletics, and academics
Signs and advertising will be prohibited
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Project Overview – Construction Considerations

• Tower Construction and Site Development
• Will require temporary lane closures on University Drive and Ox Road (off-peak 

hours)
• Pedestrian detours will be in place between Rogers Hall and White Top Hall
• Work hours will be restricted to consider residential and University proximity
• Work restrictions will be in place during certain University Events (such as 

graduations)

• Bridge Construction
• Will be closely coordinated with the tower construction to minimize impact to the 

public and reduce risk to the project
• Prefabricated truss will reduce construction duration but will require an overnight 

road closure for erection
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Next Steps

• Continued coordination with stakeholders
• City of Fairfax
• Community Associations
• Fairfax County
• Utility Companies
• VDOT 

• Design continues through Mid-2027
• Early start for Construction is anticipated Late-2027 (dependent on 

completion of enabling utility work) with an expected duration of 
approximately 18 months.
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Discussion / Questions
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